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The Catharacta skuas present in Sri Lankan waters
are mainly Subantarctic or Brown Skuas C.
antarctica lonnbergi (De Silva 1989a,b, 1990).
However, this conclusion was based on old
specimens all of which were collected from forty
years to more than a century ago (De Silva
1989a,b).

A more recent specimen of C. a. lonnbergi was
collected alive at Mattakuliya (a suburb of
Colombo) on 3 July 1987 by Mr. Prasanna
Weerakody. The bird died shortly after and was
preserved in the norman manner. I examined the
prepared skin some weeks later. Details follow:
culmen - 58 mm; tarsus (R) - 76 mm, (L) - 78 mm;
wing (L) - 400 mm, wing (R) - 408 mm; overall
length - 556 mm; bill - blackish; legs - blackish. I
was informed that the irides were blackish and the
bird, which was a female, weighed approximately
1 kg at the time of capture.

Because the culmen and tarsus measurements are
significantly greater than those of the South Polar

Skua C. maccormicki and agree well with those of
C. antarctica lonnbergi (De Silva 1989a), it is clear
that the specimen is of a Subantarctic Skua. The
specimen is presently in the private collection of
Mr. Prasanna Weerakody at Kirillapone, Sri
Lanka.
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